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This research examines the prospect, effectiveness and challenges of the ECOWAS free 
movement protocol, evaluate the degree of the protocol’s implementation in Ecowas member 
states and identifies their utility to traders and other citizens residing in these countries. In 
Africa, regional integration appears to be a feasible means to achieve a socio-economic stability 
and also facilitate the integration of newly independent African nations in the world global 
economy. In the quest for new strategies for the achievement of all-round sustainable 
development, West African sub-region was determined to embrace a policy of regional, 
economic and cultural integration. In Lagos, Nigeria, sixteen West African countries signed a 
contract to establish the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) in May 
1975.States adopted a protocol on the free movement of persons, residence and establishment 
in May 1979, four years after the treaty’s publication. It declared among other things that 
community residents have the right to enter, reside and develop economic activity in the 
territory of member states and it established a three-phased method to reaching the treaty’s goal 
of “full freedom of movement” 
This study looks at how the free movement protocol is implemented and how effective it is 
throughout ECOWAS member states. The research design adopted for this study is the case 
study design. Primary data were gotten through questionnaires while secondary data was 
retrieved from already published works such as academic journals, books, newspapers, reports 
and online materials. The study shows that the protocol is not fully effective and does not 
thoroughly cover commuters and trans-border traders from other member states. In addition, 
the study discovers that lack of infrastructure like rail network, bad roads and also lack of 
proper documentation by security personnel also contribute to the ineffectiveness of the free 
movement protocol. Consequently, the existence of bribery and corruption among the security 
officer along borders is also a problem, as criminals and terrorist can easily penetrate through 
borders. 
 
Keywords: ECOWAS, ECOWAS free movement protocol, free movement protocol, regional 
integration, sustainable development 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
